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1. Scope 

This addendum applies until further notice. 

The complexities presented by the Covid-19 pandemic means that we need to revisit our core expectations 
and be more explicit in relation to how students interact and go about their business when on the school site 
and on their way to and from school. 

The addendum sets out changes and exceptions to our normal ‘Behaviour for Learning Policy’. students, 
parents and staff should continue to follow our normal behaviour for learning policy with respect to anything 
not covered in this addendum. 

The school will sanction infringements within this addendum in line with the ‘Behaviour for Learning Policy’ 
with the level of sanction dependent on the severity of the infringement.  

We may need to amend or add to this addendum as circumstances or official guidance changes. We will 
communicate any changes to staff, parents/carers, and students accordingly. 

The headteacher reserves the right to insist that a parent/carer comes in to school immediately should there 
be any issues around student conduct which puts other members of the community at unnecessary risk in 
relation to a breach of our Covid-19 safe practice. 

2. Expectations for students in school 

2.1 Revised Expectations 

When students are in school, we expect them to uphold all of the expectations set out below to keep 
themselves and the rest of the school community safe, in addition to maintaining an inclusive community 
which promotes learning. 

When engaging in on site learning, students should follow the core expectations for learning: 

• Follow all instructions straight away 

• Be properly dressed and equipped at all times 

• Work to the best of your ability and support the learning of others. 

 

All students should continue to adhere to the principles outlined in the code of conduct [6th form] and 
behaviour for Learning policy. In particular, students should be mindful of the following:  

1. Be safe, responsible, and courteous at all times.  

2. Be respectful, thoughtful in action, and a positive representative of RGTS.  

3. Stay at your designated desk space unless given permission to get up by a member of staff.  

4. Stay within your ‘group’ and area as designated by staff. 

5. Only use your own equipment, which is kept at your individual desk space. 
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6. Avoid touching your face and one another at all times. 

7. Wash/sanitise your hands at designated times. 

8. Follow ‘catch it – bin it – kill it’ procedures (including hand washing/sanitising). 

9. Only drink from your own water bottle. 

10. Tell an adult if you feel unwell. 

 
These expectations will be made clear to students during their PSHE/wellbeing sessions and will be 
communicated to students throughout the school day as necessary. The above expectations will be 
reinforced through positive behaviour management as far as possible.  
 

Staff will be familiar with these expectations and will make sure they are followed consistently.  

Parents/Carers should also read these expectations and support the school in ensuring that their children 
follow the new procedures that have been put in place.  

In response to the latest government guidance for full opening of schools we have made procedural 
adjustments to maintain a safe environment for our students. In addition to facilitating a programme of 
study where students are able to access a broad and balanced curriculum.  

Altered routines for arriving or leaving the school  

The school will operate with a staggered school entry and exit system to reduce the congregation of 
students and better facilitate cross-infection control measures to and from school.  

• Year groups will have specific school entry and exit times which they must adhere to. Students who are 
persistently late to school without a valid reason will be sanctioned in line with our attendance policy.  

• Year groups will also have specified school entry and exit points. We expect all students to adhere to 
these, failure to do so will lead to a sanction being imposed.  

• When arriving at school students must not congregate or linger. They are to wash/sanitise their hands 
on entering the building and report directly to their tutor room in their year group zone.  Sixth form 
students will go straight to their first lesson or to the Sixth Form Centre to undertake private study.  

 

Hygiene, such as handwashing and sanitising 

Students are expected to wash/sanitise their hands at different points throughout the day: 

• When arriving to school  

• Before break and lunch  

• Before and after using shared equipment in practical subjects e.g. sports equipment in PE.  

• At the end of the school day before leaving the site.  

Who students can socialise with at school, including at lunch and break times 

• Students must remain within their classroom bubble and will only be instructed by a member of staff to 
deviate from this when attending subjects which requires them to do so, expanding into the wider year 
group bubble.  

• Students must remain in their wider year group bubble during social times within their designated area.  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
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Moving around the school (e.g. one-way systems, out of bounds areas, queuing) 

Students must: 

• Follow the school one-way system  

• Walk on the left-hand side at all times and remain in single file 

• Remain calm when moving around the building   

• Maintain their distance from others 

Sneezing, coughing, tissues and disposal (‘catch it, bin it, kill it’)  

Students must use a tissue when sneezing or coughing and dispose of the tissue in the allocated lidded bin 
within the classroom or designated area 

• Students are expected to wash/sanitise their hands immediately after disposing of the tissue 

Telling an adult if they are experiencing symptoms of coronavirus 

• Students must immediately inform a member of staff if they are experiencing symptoms of coronavirus, 
as failure to do so may be placing other students or staff at risk. 

Sharing any school equipment or frequently used items such as pencils or pens  

Students must not: 

• Lend to or borrow personal equipment from other students, irrespective if they are in the same bubble 
or not.  

• If issued with school resources to use such as books, students are not to distribute these between 
themselves as a cleaning process must take place prior to another student using.  

Breaks or Lunch, including where children may or may not play 

During social/unstructured times, students will have designated areas and must adhere to the following: 

• Wash/sanitise hands as instructed by the supervising member of staff before entering their designated 
food area 

• Remain within their designated area and not to leave at any point unless given permission to do so by a 
member of staff.  

• Wash/sanitise hands with before eating.  

Use of toilets 

• Students are not permitted to use the toilets during lesson time in accordance with the school 
‘Behaviour for Learning policy’ unless they are in possession of a medical card or there is an emergency 

• We expect students when using the toilets during social time, to do so in a responsible manner, 
maintaining social distancing measures and following the instruction of the member of staff on duty. 

Not to cough or spit at or towards any other person 

• Students caught coughing or spitting at or towards another person will be dealt with seriously and this 
kind of behaviour may lead to an exclusion.  

2.2 Rewards and Sanctions  

School rewards and sanctions are used to cultivate a safe environment conducive to the learning and 
development of all students and will be implemented in accordance with the school ‘Behaviour for Learning 
Policy’.  
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2.3Attendance 

Until further notice, we will alter the following school rules in line with latest government guidance all 
students are required to attend school as mandatory with those failing to do so subject to penalisation in 
accordance with the school ‘Attendance Policy’. As a school we will continue to work in partnership with the 
family to resolve any issues relating to attendance and/or punctuality positively. Students who are 
complying with clinical and/or public health advice given to them (e.g. if they are self-isolating and waiting 
for a test result) will not be penalised, and work will be provided for them.  

3. Expectations for students at home 

3.1 Remote Learning Expectations 

If students are not in school due to clinical and/or public advice, we expect them to follow all expectations 
set out below. It is the responsibility of parents/carers to ensure their children adhere to these:  

• Be contactable during required times ensuring they are engaging in any online learning/communication  

• Complete work to the deadline set by teachers 

• Seek help if they need it, from teachers  

• Alert teachers if they are not able to complete work 

• Conduct themselves appropriately online, such as using appropriate language in messages in accordance 
with the school online etiquette guidance.  

3.2 Dealing with problems 

If there are any problems with students engaging with the remote learning set for them, we will: 

• Contact the parent/carer to identify barriers and assess what support can be put in place 

• Conduct home visits alongside the attendance and/or safeguarding team if the school is unable to 
contact home 

• Arrange regular check in points with parent/carer and child 

For any IT related issues please email info@rgtrustschool.net  

 

4. Monitoring arrangements 

We will review this policy as guidance from the local authority or Department for Education is updated. At 
every review, it will be revised alongside the Trust Executive Teams and through consultation with the Chair 
of the school committee or their representative. 

 

5. Links with other policies 

This policy links to the following policies and procedures: 

• Safeguarding policy 

• Behaviour for Learning policy  

• Attendance policy 

• Online etiquette guidance 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
mailto:it-support@rgtrustschool.net

